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International Walk to School Day: A one-day event 
that occurs around the world every October. Children, 
parents, teachers and community leaders walk to 
school together to promote being active and making 
streets more friendly for walking and bicycling.  

Walk to School Programs: Programs that extend 
Walk to School Day events into more sustained 
programs to encourage safe walking and bicycling to 
school. They rely on neighborhood, school, 
transportation, public works, health, safety and 
environmental  partners to accomplish specific goals. 
They occur at the neighborhood, school, county or 
state level. 

SAFE KIDS Walk This Way:  A year-round pedestrian 
safety program conducted by the National SAFE KIDS 
Campaign with support from FedEx Express and 3M. 
Local SAFE KIDS coalitions launch the programs by 
participating in International Walk to School Day. 
SAFE KIDS coalitions work with parents, educators 
and community leaders to teach pedestrian safety to 
kids, enforce speed limits and other traffic 
regulations, and improve school environments 
through research, engineering and traffic calming.

Walking School Bus: A small group of students who 
are accompanied by one or more adults on their 
walks to and from school.  This can be a component 
of walk to school programs.

KidsWalk-to-School: A walk to school program, 
developed by CDC, to guide community members 
and local and state health officials on how to 
implement walking school buses and other walk to 
school program activities.

Safe Routes to School: A sustained walk to school 
program that uses a comprehensive approach 
(encouragement, education, engineering, and/or 
enforcement) to make school routes safer for kids to 
walk and bicycle.  The programs often use policies 
and dedicated transportation funding to create 
permanent change and normalize walking.

Safe Routes to School Legislation: Legislation that 
dedicates funding to create safe walking and 
bicycling routes to school. The model is California's 
law that directs significant transportation funding to 
Safe Routes to School programs at the local level.

A Quick Guide to What's What

U.S. Department of Health

and Human Services

U.S. Department 

of Transportation

Federal Highway Administration

National Highway Traffic Safety Administration


